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hall, used when the site was 
the Siskiyou Smokejumper 
Base operated by the U.S. 
Forest Service. 

The smokejumper base at 
I.V. Airport was the first ae-

rial firefighter operation in 
Oregon history, the release 
said, and one of the first four 
in the nation’s history. It is 
now the only one still stand-
ing in its original location 
with its original buildings, the 
release said, and the para-
chute loft is believed to be the 
oldest in the United States. 

     During the May 17  
meeting, Brandt said that the 
group wants to install a self-
guided tour at the site and 
make it wheelchair accessi-
ble, with push-button door 
openers. Brandt handed a 
written copy of his proposal 
to the commissioners. 

Brandt said that the lease 
agreement will open many 
economic opportunities for 

By SCOTT JORGENSEN 
IVN Staff Writer 

Years of patience and 
perseverance finally have 
paid off for members of the 
nonprofit Siskiyou Smoke-
jumper Base 
Museum Pro-
ject, which 
has signed a 
10-year lease 
to rent facili-
ties at Illinois 
Valley Air-
port near 
Cave Junc-
tion. 

The lease  
with Jose-
phine County 
officially was 
signed by all 
parties during a 15-minute 
meeting Monday, May 17 at 
the county commission con-
ference room at the court-
house in Grants Pass. 

Smokejumper museum 
advocates Roger Brandt, 
Gary Buck, Jack McCornack 
and Airport Manager Alex 
Grossi attended. 

Commissioner Dave 
Toler moved approval of the 
lease agreement; Commis-
sioner Sandi Cassanelli sec-
onded; the motion passed 3-0. 

In a press release dated 
Saturday, May 15, the smoke-
jumper group announced its 
intention to restore buildings, 
install interpretive waysides 
and add a visitor center with 
gift items and displays. A deli 
is planned in the historic mess 

County leases inked for 
smokejumpers, park 

erty, then hopped on a freight 
train that took him from 
Eureka, Calif. to Petaluma to 
gather his belongings. He’s 
been in Takilma since, and 
has no plans of ever leaving. 

Hirning’s story is similar 
to those of many longtime 
Takilma residents, who were 
drawn to the area from 
throughout the country. Many 
were searching for an alterna-
tive to high-stress and mun-
dane existences elsewhere.  

In the late 1960s, Delbert 
Kauffman owned a nightclub 
in Southern California that 
was “floundering.” One of his 
friends, living in Takilma, 
invited Kauffman to visit.  

That letter played up the 
area’s abundance of good 
fishing, and had “paradise” 
listed as the return address.   

“It sounded like a good 

It was 1971, and Robert 
Hirning was 27 years old. 

After finishing graduate 
school in Ann Arbor, Mich., 
Hirning engaged in one of his 
favorite pastimes: hitch-
hiking. 

It was during that time of 
“hitching” that he first stepped 
foot in the Illinois Valley 
community of Takilma. 

Hirning, now 66, made 
his way to Illinois Valley 
with a man called “Rainbow 
Bob,” who had a cabin in the 
woods.  

“I took a look around, 
and decided immediately that 
I wanted to live here forever,” 
Hirning said.  

A cabin just happened to 
be for sale for $2,500, and 
included a quarter-acre of 
land and a half-finished build-
ing. Hirning bought the prop-

Takilma’s community elders reflect on counter-cultural legacy, future  
deal,” Kauffman said. “I was 
just desperate enough to go 
for it.” 

Johnny Klein, 77, first 
came to Takilma in spring 
1968. He was part of a group 
in Berkeley, Calif. that was 
looking for an “alternative 
lifestyle commune.” The 
group perused listings of farm 
properties for sale, and found 
exactly what they were look-
ing for.  

“We just happened on 
this piece of land as a group 
and bought it,” Klein said.  

Charlie Greenwood was 
visiting friends who lived in 
Takilma around 1974. At the 
time, he was living in Califor-
nia’s Silicon Valley, and was 
becoming increasingly tired 
of sitting in the same traffic 
jams on a nearly daily basis.  

Greenwood, already de-

veloping the concept of a 
human-powered car, decided 
to do so in Illinois Valley. 

“I wanted to take it 
somewhere where I could 
work on it under the radar,” 
Greenwood said. “This had to 
be the place.” 

Assimilating Into 
the Community 

For Hirning and many 
others, the early 1970s were 
spent adjusting to their new 
surroundings in Takilma. 

“We were a large group 
of people, all about the same 
age, who wanted to move 
away from the cities and do 
something different with our 
lives,” noted Hirning. “I saw 
the potential in that. 

“We all went out of our 
way to be here. 

“We drifted in here.” 
Not that those first few 

sage seeking comment. 
Cave Junction voters re-

jected a ballot measure that 
would have allowed the estab-
lishment of a social gaming 
ordinance, by a 55 to 44 percent 
margin. 

Andrea Thomas, owner of 
the Nacho Mama’s restaurant 
in downtown Cave Junction, 
had approached the city council 
about the concept. She said she 
was “disappointed” at the re-
sults. 

“I think the city of Cave 
Junction  missed an opportunity 
to help economic development 
here,” Thomas said. “Texas 
Hold ‘Em is not going to go 
away, it’s just going to go 
somewhere else. They can take 
it to Grants Pass.” 

Art Robinson, another 
Illinois Valley resident, suc-
ceeded in his primary against 
Jaynee Germond in Oregon’s 
4th Congressional District. 
Robinson garnered 82 percent 
of the votes in Josephine 
County, with Germond earning 
17 percent. Throughout the 

An 11-person race for 
Josephine County Commis-
sioner Position 1 will dwindle 
down to two for the November 
general election, as no candi-
date received more than 50 
percent of the vote.  

Incumbent Dave Toler, a 
valley resident, garnered 44 
percent of the vote in the Tues-
day, May 18 primary election. 
Simon  Hare, an Illinois Valley 
resident, came in second with 
22 percent. Third place went to 
Constitution Party of Oregon 
Chairman Jack Brown, who 
garnered 17 percent. 

Hare spent election night 
surrounded by supporters at a 
restaurant in Grants Pass. He 
said he was pleased to have 
made the runoff. 

“I’m glad to have the sup-
port of so many residents of 
Josephine County, who are 
looking for new leadership and 
new ideas,” Hare said. “But we 
still have a lot of work ahead of 
us between now and Novem-
ber.” 

Toler did not return a mes-

district, Robinson got 80 per-
cent to Germond’s 20 percent. 

Robinson will go on to 
face longtime incumbent, U.S. 
Rep. Peter DeFazio (D-
Springfield) in the November 
general election. DeFazio was 
unopposed in the primary. 

As of press time, the state-
wide race for Superintendent of 
Public Instruction was still too 
close to call. 

Rep. Ron Maurer (R-
Grants Pass) was cautiously 
optimistic Tuesday night as he 
watched returns from his home 
with friends and family present, 
about his chances of defeating 
incumbent Susan Castillo in the 
non-partisan election. 

“I left everything on the 
field. I did everything I could 
do,” Maurer said. “I have no 
regrets in my strategy.” 

In Josephine County, 
Maurer beat Castillo by a 70 to 
29-percent margin.  

The two-way contested 
Democratic gubernatorial pri-
mary was won by former Gov. 
John Kitzhaber, who beat for-

mer secretary of state Bill 
Bradbury 66 to 29 percent 
statewide. Kitzhaber beat 
Bradbury 62 to 29 percent in 
Josephine County.  

A total of nine Republi-
cans ran for governor, but for-
mer Portland Trailblazers bas-
ketball star Chris Dudley came 
out ahead with 38 percent of 
the statewide vote. Allen Alley 
came in second with 32 per-
cent, with former legislator 
John Lim earning 14 percent 
and anti-tax activist Bill 
Sizemore at 8 percent. 

Alley led among Josephine 
County voters, with 33 percent. 
Dudley came in second with 27 
percent, with Lim at 15 and 
Sizemore at 14 percent of the 
vote. 

U.S. Sen. Ron Wyden (D-
Ore.) easily handled two lesser 
known primary challengers, 
and emerged with 90 percent of 
the vote statewide and 87 per-
cent in the county. 

Among Republicans, Jim 
Huffman beat out six other 
candidates, winning 41 percent 

of the vote statewide. Huff-
man’s total in Josephine 
County was 30 percent. 

State Treasurer Ted 
Wheeler, former chairman of 
the Multnomah County Board 
of Commissioners, beat Sen. 
Rick Metsger (D-Welches) in a 
Democratic primary, with 65 
percent of the vote statewide. 
Metsger garnered 35 percent. In 
Josephine County, Wheeler 
was at 58 percent, with Metsger 
at 39 percent of the vote.  

A pair of ballot measures 
that drew no strong opposition 
passed by wide margins at both 
the county and state level.  

Measure 68 allows for the 
sale of bonds for public school 
capital construction costs, and 
was passed 65 to 35 percent 
statewide. Josephine County 
voters passed it 68 to 39 per-
cent. 

Measure 69 , pertaining to 
the sale of bonds for higher 
education institutions, passed 
71 to 29 percent statewide and 
67 to 32 percent in Josephine 
County.  

May 18 primary election: 

Toler, Hare to vie for JoCo Board; CJ social gaming out 

(Continued on page 6) 

 

 

Law enforcement officers and community members com-
memorated Police Memorial Week on Friday, May 14 with 
a 21-gun salute in front of Josephine County courthouse 
in Grants Pass (above). Also, Sheriff Gil Gilbertson, speak-
ing at Newman United Methodist Church, honored the six 
law enforcement personnel who lost their lives while on 
duty serving the county. Those honored were OSP Trooper 
Burell Baucom, Capt. Emmett J. Blackmun (SAR), Deputy 
Alice Moran, Deputy Glenn Allen, Sgt. Marvin Brewster, 
and Deputy Thomas Rice.  
(Photos by Ali Madjdi, for Illinois Valley News) 

Josephine County Commissioner Sandi Cas-
sanelli congratulates Gary Buck as Dwight Ellis 
looks on. (Photo by Scott Jorgensen, IVN) 

years were easy. Hirning said 
that back then, many busi-
nesses would openly dis-
criminate against him and the 
other “hippies.” 

“When we came here in 
1971, we couldn’t buy any-
thing at most of the stores in 
town,”  he said. Some of 
those “hippies” recall signs in 
store windows reading, “No 
dogs or hippies allowed.” 

But Hirning said that 
some places, like Taylor’s 
Sausage, the former Ham-
mer’s Model Market and the 
former Pizza Deli (now Wild 
River Brewing & Pizza Co.), 
“saw beyond our long hair,” 
and were rewarded with loyal 
patronage as a result.  

The new Takilma resi-
dents also faced vigilantes 
and fire-bombings in those 
early days, Hirning said. They 

couldn’t expect much help 
from county officials, he 
added, who sent a steady 
stream of building and health 
inspectors, sheriff’s deputies 
and “anybody they could to 
run us out of town. 

“There were a lot of 
really hard feelings,” Hirning 
continued. “Now it’s com-
pletely gone, but it was very 
hostile for a long time.” 

Because of all that adver-
sity, he said, members of the 
Takilma community began 
banding and forming various 
organizations. That would 
later become a critical part of 
the town’s development, and 
many of those entities still 
exist in different forms.  

Health Crisis Prompts 
Clinic Concept 

By 1973, Hirning said, a 
(Continued on page 6) 
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